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EU framework

• EU 2030 climate and energy targets
• GHG: 40% to at least 55% reduction 

• RE: 32% to 42.5% share

• EE target final energy consumption: from 32.5% to 36%; 
primary energy consumption: 39%

• National Energy and Climate Plans 
• Clean Energy Package targets

• Draft plans in 2018 did not meet the EE, RE, and non-ETS GHG

• Final plans in 2019 did meet the RE and non-ETS targets (at the level 
they were then), but still fell short of the EE target

• Fit-for-55 Package targets 
• Updated draft plans submitted in 2023 do not meet the targets of the fit-

for-55 package
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Belgian NECP report card in 2020/2023 – targets

CEP target Fit-for-55 target BE NECP 2018 BE NECP 2019 BE NECP 2023

35% ESR <42,6% ESR On target by relying 

on flexibility

On target by relying 

on flexibility

On target by relying on 

flexibility?

25% RES 34% RES 18,3% RES 17,5% RES 21,5% RES with statement 

that BE target is infeasible

Primary energy consumption

Final energy consumption 

Modest ambition

Low ambition

Low ambition

Low ambition

Waiting for outcome of EPBD 

to update ambition
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Belgian NECP report card in 2020 - policies
• Template: Belgium’s final plan is difficult to analyse as it does not follow the 

template provided in the Governance Regulation

• RES policies: the time frame, source of finance and quantified impact are lacking. 
This makes it impossible to assess whether the policies and measures concerned 
are consistent with the targets and whether they are credible.

• EE policies: Belgium has not yet submitted its federal level long-term renovation 
strategy

• Energy market: lacks specific policy objectives and measures renewable energy, 
demand-response, storage, aggregation, real-time price signals, smart grids, 
consumer protection and competition of the retail energy market. 

• Research innovation and competitiveness: clarify national objectives and funding 
targets; make them measurable

• Financing: a preliminary overview of potential sources of financing at national, 
regional and EU level. However, no real assessment is made of these sources

• Action plan removal fossil fuel subsidies: missing

• Just and fair transition, energy poverty, interaction with air quality: no 
quantitative assessments

• Cooperation: Good points for Pentalateral Energy Forum & North Sea Energy 
Cooperation

4



Federal inventory of fossil fuel subsidies
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• Limitation to Jan 2022 of the reimbursement of commercial diesel and the gradual reduction in tax 
deductibility for petrol and diesel company cars

• EU Energy Taxation Directive (ETD) expected to contribute to abolition of fossil fuel subsidies (e.g.
in international air and maritime transport).

• At Flemish level, study the technical feasibility of allowing local administrations to use differentiated 
additional cents from property tax within the boundaries of their territory. 

• This can be a useful tool for local administrations to encourage accelerated deep renovations at neighborhood level. 

• A municipality may then opt for lower additional cents or a zero rate if the district agrees, for example, to phase out 
fossil fuel heating systems. 

• We also call on the Federal Authority to carry out a thorough assessment of all fossil fuel 
subsidies/reductions and to phase them out where appropriate. 
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Fossil fuel subsidy action plan?



Below average for wind, 4th place in solar
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Markets & security of supply

• Implementation of the 5th electricity market reform in 
Belgium 

• PPA & CfD

• Flexibility assessments and direct support for flexibility

• Offshore bidding zones & use of congestion revenue to 
compensate offshore wind farms (transmission access guarantee)

• Retail markets: price insurance (e.g. fixed price contracts), supplier 
hedging obligations, energy sharing

• Beyond the current reform 
• Europeanize and modernize capacity mechanisms

• Energy Resource Adequacy Assessment 
• beyond adequacy (to include flexibility and other risks) 

• beyond electricity (to look at system integration issues)
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Networks (https://capaciteitskaart.netbeheernederland.nl/)
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